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      *** Important Information *** 
In the next few days all students will be bringing home a ‘Parent Consent for EOTC Activities’ form. Please ensure 
you read this, sign it and return it to the school office. If you have any questions, please ask your child’s whānau 
teacher  
Please remember… 
• * Sun Smart. All students should have sunscreen applied before coming to school in the morning. We have 

sunblock available at school for re-application. Clothing & sunhat should be worn to school every day. 
• * Heat. Our wonderful summer continues to be very hot which is great for beach swims but not so good for 

being inside with a lot of other people. Most of our classrooms do not have air conditioning, and in this heat, 
they become stuffy and difficult to work in. Regular water breaks will be a necessity so please send your 
children to school with a bottle of water and light weight clothing. 

IMPORTANT DATES TERM 1 

Paekākāriki School 

Home of the Barefoot Learner 

 

Term 1 Week 3 
Kia ora Koutou, 

Thank you to everyone who joined us on Tuesday evening for the whānau picnic and PTA 
AGM. It was lovely to see so many people here, enjoying the summer evening. A special 
thanks to the PTA for their generosity in providing the delicious fish and chip dinner. Iain 
Gordon and Ema Pomare, an extra special thank you to you both, I know that many hours 
are spent preparing the kai and then cooking it. This event is made possible thanks to the 
donations of fish from local fisherpeople and the support of our community with the 
preparation, cooking and serving. 

Paekākāriki School is a village school and we are always happy to have 
whanau and community members supporting us. If you are keen to help in 
any way please have a chat with your child’s whānau teacher or the office 
staff. The first PTA meeting of the year is being held on Tuesday at 6:30pm 
and we’d love to see some new faces. 

Ngā mihi 
Julia 
 

April 

Mon 2nd  School closed Easter 
Monday 

Tues 3rd School closed Easter 
Tuesday 

Fri 13th 2pm Haumia Assembly, 
LAST DAY TERM ONE 

 

February 
Tues 20th 6:30 PTA Meeting in 
staffroom 
Tues 27th  & Wed 28th Learning 
Conferences / Parent Meetings – see 
more info in newsletter 
 
Wed 28th School Swimming Sports – 8 
year olds & older 
 
Fri 30th Water Play Day – 7 years and 
younger 

March 

Tues 6th Mahara Gallery Yrs 5&6  

Wed 7th Mahara Gallery Yrs 2-4 

Fri 9th  2pm Pouwha assembly 

Wed 21st 7pm BOT meeting 

Fri 30th School closed Good Friday 
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Welcome 
This week we welcome back Alex McDonald who will be working on a special programme called “Get Stuck In” 
with some of our boys in Year 4 - 8. 
 
Curriculum 
Technology 
Technology ‘Tech’ started again this week for our Year 7 and 8s! 

Swimming  
Swimming and water safety are key aspects of our Term 1 curriculum. Over the summer the school pool has been 
refurbished and is looking fantastic. Thanks to the PTA for their generous contribution towards this project. Every 
child will have the chance to swim in the school pool on a daily basis, including lunchtimes. They should bring 
their togs and towel every day. Our Tuakana students also participate in a programme at the Coastlands Aquatic 
centre. Syndicate newsletters will provide more detailed information about the swimming and aquatics 
programmes. 
 
Swimming sports: Children aged 8 and over will go to Waikanae Pools on Wednesday 28th February (Friday 30th  
postponement day). Help on the day from parents is very much appreciated. Forms will be going out soon about 
this.  School Swimming Sports – please come dressed in your house colours. Pouawha are green and grey. Wainui 
are blue and silver. Haumia are black and white. Miriona are red and gold. Please ask your child’s teacher if you 
are unsure of their house group. 
Children aged 7 and under have a water play day at the school pool on Friday 30th February. 
 
From Our Students 
This term Tuakana students (the senior block) are doing a programme called Mountains to Sea, it’s about learning 
how to snorkel, experiencing marine reserves and witnessing all the awesome marine animals. On Friday 9th of 
February the people from Mountains to Sea came in to teach us how to snorkel in the school pool. They taught us 
how to dive under the water and then clear the snorkel by exhaling sharply when we came up. 
They also took our wetsuit and flipper sizes and taught us some hand signals for when we go snorkeling at the 
marine reserve on Kapiti Island (which is part of the programme). 
I think everybody is very excited about the rest of the programme and I personally would like to see some 
penguins out at Kapiti Island as I absolutely love penguins.                                                               
 

By Sophie Allan 
 
What’s Happening at Paekākāriki School? 
 
Learning Conferences 
On Tuesday and Wednesday of week 5 (February 27 and 28) we will be holding Learning Conferences. These are 
an opportunity for whanau, student and teacher to sit down together and discuss learning. An important part of 
these discussions is about next learning steps and goals for each child. These are a great way to set up expectations 
and shared understandings for the year ahead. If you are unable to make one of these dates please contact your 
child’s whanau teacher who will be happy to make an appointment at another time. 
To book an appointment with your child’s whanau teacher please go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and enter 
the event code w5zkq. 
 



 

 

Lucky Book Orders – are due in tomorrow Friday 16th February.  

School Gate Safety 
For the safety of our tamariki all of our school gates need to be closed during school hours. Please make sure you 
close the gates behind you, thank you. 
 
Paid Union Meetings 

You  may  be  aware  of  the  nationwide  crisis  in  recruiting  and  retaining  teachers. 

Children  need  teachers  with  enough  time  to  teach  so  they  can  give  each  child  the  attention they  deserve,  
and  children  need  talented  and  inspiring  people  to  be  attracted  to  teaching. Children  are  missing  out  on  
some  opportunities  to  learn  because  teachers  are  bogged  down in  administration  or  are  struggling  to  get  
enough  support  for  children  with  additional learning  needs. 

Teachers  at  our  school  are  joining  an  NZEI  Te  Riu  Roa  campaign,  called  Kua  Tae  Te  Wā  –  It’s Time  to  
Address  These  Issues. Our  goal  is  to  free  teachers  to  teach,  and  principals  to  lead,  by  getting  the  
additional support  and  staff  that  schools  need.  And  we’ll  attract  more  people  to  teaching  by  respecting and  
paying  them  as  the  professionals  they  are. 

NZEI  Te  Riu  Roa  members  at  our  school  have  been  invited  to  paid  union  meetings  in  March so  that  we  
can  plan  and  discuss  the  campaign  and  their  upcoming  collective  agreement negotiations. 

The  meeting  schedule  has  been  planned  so  that  teachers  and  principals  across  the  country can  work  out  
the  best  meetings  for  them  to  attend,  including  the  option  of  groups  of teachers  attending  meetings  at  
different  times.  This  is  to  help  reduce  disruption  to  teaching programmes,  children  and  parents. Paekākāriki 
School teachers will be attending afternoon meetings in March in small groups so that we are able to continue with 
our regular programmes and there is no disruption to whānau. 

Our  children  deserve  the  best  education  in  the  world,  and  New  Zealand  can  afford  to provide  it.  It’s  just  
a  matter  of  priorities. 

Thanks  for  your  co-operation  in  this  important  matter. 

Experiencing Marine Reserves 

This year our Ngā Purapura students are taking part in the Experiencing Marine Reserves programme.  This is an 
exciting “citizen science” project run by Mountain to Sea, Wellington and facilitated by Ben Knight from the 
Guardians of the Kāpiti Marine Reserve.   It is a fantastic opportunity for our Year 5-8 students and their whānau 
to learn about and connect with our precious local body of 
water.   

The students were all fired up by Ben Knight in an 
introductory session last Wednesday.  On Friday, Ben ran 
snorkelling training sessions with them in the school pool in 
preparation for two field trips  each, this term.  The first 
field trip is snorkelling in a protected marine reserve (either 
Kāpiti Island or Island Bay, depending on weather), and the 
second is snorkelling in unprotected coastal waters 
(Pukerua Bay).  Of course, the vast difference between the 
two types of marine environment will really hit home for 
the students after they’ve actually been observing the 
marine life under water!  All sorts of learning will be 
initiated!   

We are working hard to try and lower the cost per child. A crowdfunding page will be circulated by one of the 
parents soon. In addition, if you would like to support your rangitahi to do any fundraising – bake sales/juicies, 
anything you’d like! – please do get in touch with Rachel or any of the tuakana teaching team.  

We are really looking forward to our whānau experiencing the wonders of underwater marine life! 

 



 

 

 From the PTA 
PTA meeting Tuesday 20th 6:30pm in the staff room. All welcome! We'll be discussing our fast approaching school 
fair - a hugely successful, incredibly fun event. Come along and get involved! Drinks n snacks provided. 

We also need to find a registered accountant to sign off on PTA accounts. If you, or someone you know can help us 
with this, please get in touch ASAP. paekakarikischoolpta@gmail.com 

From the Board of Trustees 
The next scheduled Board meeting will be held on Wednesday February 14th at 7pm. 
We are always open to hearing your comments or questions, please email us via chair@paekakariki.school.nz. 

As always, there are always these ways of accessing information about the school:  

Calendar 
To find out what is happening at Paekakariki School please go to our Community Calendar - events will also be 
linked to the Facebook page. 
  
School Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is published fortnightly, with all other urgent messages sent out via LincEd, email and/or 
the Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/PaekakarikiSchool/). 
 
Website 
The school website is being redeveloped this term. https://paekakariki.school.nz/ is our temporary website which 
has more information about our school including a parent handbook, policies and procedures, BYOD information. 
 

Ongoing things happening… 
Potty Potters  

9am to 11amish every Wednesday. Come and make plants with us when you can and have all your gardening 
questions answered while you do it. We get plants ready for plant sales that raise money for kura. Sign in at the 
office. This is such a valuable contribution many wonderful people make from the wider community & is very 

much appreciated. 

Garden Group 

The Garden Group is funding for the second year in a row,  free soup and bread each Thursday lunchtime as well 
as gardening across the school. Tuesday's lunchtime gardening with Diane is open this term to all students keen to 

explore the living world from 1-1.50pm.  Parents are welcome to join in this fun session 

Wānanga 

Our after-school wānanga is an opportunity for us all to share our learning and nurture our tamariki. It is on 
Thursdays after school from 3 – 4:30pm, based in the hall, library and outside. It will be on again in 2018. Whānau 
welcome to join in! With lots of hands on activities, through kai and korero, sport and play. We’ll have lots of fun 

ways to support learning and build confidence. 

For more information contact Jess, Raima or Julia in person or by email: jess@paekakariki.school.nz,  
raima@paekakariki.school.nz, principal@paekakariki.school.nz 

 

 



 

 

 

Community Notices 

LEGO GO Club is back for Term 1! A STEM group for girls, we explore Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths in 
a safe and supportive environment. Kicking off on the 13th of Feb, we now have a Seniors group on Tuesdays and 
Juniors on Thursdays at 3:30, with flexible pick up times from 5pm. Contact littlelegolibrary@gmail.comfor more 
information, or look us up on Facebook.com/littlelegolibrary. There is one space left in each group. 

Café Playgroup Wednesdays St James Church Hall, Ocean Road, Paekākāriki. 9:15 – 11:15. Bring a piece of fruit 
and a gold coin. Open to preschoolers and caregivers. 

Neighbours Day - Get to know your neighbours better and help build happier, safer and stronger communities. 
Celebrate Neighbours Day with an "Over the Fence Cuppa" on the weekend of 24-25 March 2018. 
It could be anything from a simple cup of tea, to a BBQ on the berm - it's up to you! 
Kapiti Coast District Council will support your event with info, resources and a goodie bag to help you on your way. 
To register online, please visit www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/neighboursday<http://www.kapiticoast.govt.nz/neighboursday> 
or for more info e-mail neighboursday@kapiticoast.govt.nz< 

Help Us Build A Lego® Low Carbon Kāpiti We are building an awesome display of what Kāpiti could be like in the 
future if we meet the challenge of climate change, and we need your help! Sign up now to take 
part http://lowcarbonkapiti.org.nz/letsbuildit 

Hurry, space is limited!  

• Open to all Lego fans from ages 5 to 99 
• Free Saturday afternoon workshops in late Feb and March to improve your Lego building skills and work 

together to plan our creation.  
• The display will be assembled in Coastlands for Easter 2018 and be on show for 3 weeks 
• Great Lego® prizes to be won! 

Get updates on our Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ecotownbuildingcomp/  

Junior Tough Gal and Guy – in Wellington on Thursday 24th May. When you register your child, tick a box to 
say that the Teacher will be picking up the race bag on the day of the event. As long as you put in your full school 
name and tick the box to say Teacher will collect the race bag then we will be linked together and have everything 
waiting for the school on the day of the event. 
 

Music Futures helps young musicians from the greater Wellington region to realise their potential. We provide 
financial awards, performance opportunities and chances to meet some of New Zealand's finest professional 
musicians. 
 
The applications for the 2018 Music Futures financial awards are now open.  We invite any young musicians from 
ages 8 to 21 to apply for an individual or group award.  Please encourage any students you have who would 
benefit from financial support in their music making (e.g. music tuition, instrument repair, music purchase) to 
apply.  Applications from $50 to $500 will be considered and close on 16th March, 2018. 
 
http://www.musicfutures.org.nz/ 
 

Aikido classes (juniors) 

Junior Aikido classes (10 - 13 yr) start at 9AM-9:50AM on Saturday 10 February in the Waikanae Wrestling Club, on 
Park Ave. 
 
For further details see http://aikidokapiti.webs.com/kidsclasses.htm or 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/AikidoKapiti or contact us at aikidokapiti@gmail.com.  

New students are welcome. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

KAPITI MUSIC 
CENTRE Charitable Trust 

 

MUSIC LESSONS 

ENROLLING NOW! 
From $6.00 per lesson 

 
 

 
Keyboard, Flute, Violin, Guitar, Percussion, Drums, Trumpet, Clarinet, Cello, Ukulele, 

Introduction to Music, Saxophone, Recorder and Glee Club (singing), Ensemble, Improvisation 
Band 

 

 
Contact the Manager 

 
Phone 021 297 1413   Email: 

admin@kapitimusiccentre.org.nz 
www.kapitimusiccentre.org.nz  



 

 

 All Star Victory Cheerleading is taking enrolments and offering intorductory sessions  

Follow us on facebook and instagram  

Cheerleading is for boys and girls  and involves stunts, tumble, jumps, flexibility and some dance . 

Athletes learn about  teamwork  and commitment while stretching their brains learning routines and  having fun. 

Enquiries to allstarvictory@gmail.com or call our head coach Caitlin 0273050535 

Web Genius Kapiti Run for Youth 2018: Sunday 25 March 2018 

Raising funds and fitness for Kapiti’s youth while having great fun.  Make a start today to get your team together to be 
part of a wonderful event so we can raise as much money as we can collectively to benefit Kapiti youth.  There are four 
great options to choose from: 

  

1. 12 km walk – registration 9.30am, start 10am 
2. 6km walk & 12km run – registration 10am, start 11am 
3. 6km run – registration 11am, start 11.30am 

  

Go to the website to register or sponsor someone www.kapitirunforyouth.co.nz 

Contact Helene Judge for more information, 027 244 9585 or helene@kapitibusinessproejcts.co.nz 

Junior Tough Gal and Guy – entries open on Feb 1st for this, event is on in Wellington on Thursday 24th May. Put 
the opening date in your diary – places will fill up fast! When you register your child, tick a box to say that the 
Teacher will be picking up the race bag on the day of the event. As long as you put in your full school name and 
tick the box to say Teacher will collect the race bag then we will be linked together and have everything waiting 
for the school on the day of the event. 
 

 


