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Paekākāriki School 

Home of the Barefoot Learner 

 Important Dates 

1 December Student Leader Applications due 

 Board of Trustees Election – polling 
booth at school closes at 12pm 

 Takiri a  

5 December Art Evening & Paekak’s Got Talent 
Final 

6 December Ngā Teina Pirate Day Out 

8 December Ngā Kakano Trip to Ngā Manu 

11 December Kaumatua morning tea 

13 December Coastlands Choir & BOT meeting 

14 December  Year 8 Big Day Out & Leaver’s 
Dinner 

19 December  Last day of Term 4, includes 
prizegiving & poraporaki 

Term 4 Week 7 

                Important Information & gentle reminders 
 

• Sunhats to school every day please! 
• Absences/Late to school: Please call the office/use the school app or email 

administration@paekakariki.school.nz if your child is off sick. Also, remind your children that if they arrive after 
the bell, please come to the office to get a late slip (that way we know they are here). 

• No wheels (bikes, scooters, skateboards) are to be ridden on school grounds between 8 and 9 am or between 3 
and 3:30pm. 

• Before School Supervision. Please be aware that teachers are not available to supervise children before 8:30am. 
• Head Lice: Please check your children regularly for nits, do regular combing, and treat them immediately if they 

have them. Tying up long hair also reduces them spreading. 
• Fruit: Please ensure that children bring fruit with them as part of their lunch. 

Kia ora Koutou, 

We are incredibly close to the end of the year and there is 
a lot going on. Please make sure you refer to the school 
calendar - we’ve entered all known dates on there. Some 
events that I’d like to highlight are; 
1 - Our celebration of the Arts evening and Paekak’s Got 
Talent final are being held on Tuesday December 5th at 
the Memorial Hall. More details later in the newsletter. 
2 - The Kaumatua morning tea is a great way for us to 
connect with our wider community. Parents, 
grandparents, community members and anyone who has 
helped us at school this year are invited to morning tea 
on Monday December 11th. 
3 -Prizegiving will be held at 9:30 on Tuesday December 
11th. This will be followed by a poroporoaki to farewell 
our leavers at 11:45. School closes for the year at 12:30 on 
Tuesday December 19th. 
 
We encourage you to join us for all these special events 
and remember to invite grandparents and other whanau 
members too! 
 
Ngā mihi 
 
Julia 
 

Year 7 students who took part a day of leadership training on Monday 
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Kapa Haka Festival  
 
On Friday December 1st, our performance Kapa Haka 
tamariki will be performing at Takiri o te Ata at Kāpiti 
College. This is the 22nd year that the district has held a 
schools Haka Festival…and it was all started by 
Paekākāriki School! This year we have a group of 54 
tamariki, with a number of tuakana students who are 
coming to watch. There will be 15 kura performing, and 
celebrating all things kapa haka. As part of the tradition, 
the Mauri stone will be present at the festival. This is a 
piece of pumice that came from our Wainui Stream, and 
is passed from venue to venue each year for the festival. 
Tihei mauri ora!  
From Our Students 
 

Year 8 dinner 
On Thursday the 14th of December is the year 8s 
day out and dinner. On the day we will catch the 

train into Wellington at 9am. Then we will go 
skating and climbing. After that we will have lunch 
at Waitangi park. Then we will jump off the wharf! 

Then head home to get ready for our dinner. 
At the dinner we will eat and then the students, 
teachers and family members will give speeches. 

After the dinner the year 8s will have a sleepover at 
school. Which will include snacks, a movie and 

snuggling up in our onesies. 
I am looking forward to all of it, I just don’t know if 

I will be able to jump off the wharf though! 
 

By Amelia Cole-Jones 
 
 
 

Congratulations 
The recipients of the Principal Awards for consistently 
displaying the barefoot learner principles in the first 
half of term 4 were: 
Lucas Beesley 
Elvira Martin-Mathers 
Albie Calder 
Maddie Hughes 
Amelia Nelson 
Rose McLaughlan 
Charlie Simpson 
Arthur Giesen 
Jacob Kahl 
Ryan Burrows 
Finn Moffitt 
Ollie Simpson 
 
Tino pai to mahi! 
 
The winners of the Naked Lunch prize draw for the 
first half of term 4 were: 
Anneke Kilbride and Koru McClellan. It’s great to see 
so many students embracing our move towards 
reducing litter. Keep up the great work. 
 
Curriculum 
 
LincEd 
Just a reminder that end-of-year paper reports are no 
longer part of our reporting to parents programme. At 
the end of this term all students academic progress 
information will be available to parents on LincEd. If 
you have not yet successfully navigated this system 
please get in touch with the office staff who will be able 
to help you. 

Paekak’s Got Talent has been entertaining for everyone this term – great audiences too! 



 

 

What’s happening? 

Internal Evaluation 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the recent survey about our multi-level learning environments. It is 
important to us that we regularly evaluate the effectiveness of new strategies and programmes at Paekākāriki 
School. The following is the summary statement from the full report; 

Summary 
The change to multi-level collaborative learning environments; 

• Brings the village atmosphere into the school where children are able to spend time with a range of 
different people.  

• Enables staff to take collective responsibility for all learners, embracing the ‘it takes a village to raise a 
child’ philosophy. 

• Required a lot of additional work for staff in the early set up phases. 
• Has been constantly monitored and refined throughout the year in response to student voice, whanau 

voice and teacher voice. 
• Have enabled us to keep all classes to a manageable size with a good spread of challenges between classes. 
• Have supported distributed leadership and more collaborative, less hierarchical relationships between 

students - whanaungatanga. 
• For some students and their whanau the change has been a big challenge and there are some who don’t see 

the value of this approach. 
• Different is difficult for some to understand.  
• Students and staff enjoy working collaboratively.  
• There is now more opportunity for direct, small group teaching and meeting specific learning needs.  
• There are aspects of this approach that are both liked and disliked by different people (Can Dos/Must Dos, 

handwriting, self directed learning). 
• The people resource makes a difference - Teacher Aides make a big difference. 
• Some of our equipment needs upgrading - chromebooks and furniture specifically. 

 
Our multi-level, collaborative environments (yr 2 - 8) are operating out of old classrooms, we have not knocked 
down walls, our spaces are largely untouched. Media commentary about ‘barn like’ open plan classrooms is often 
negative but unrelated to our situation, however this still influences whanau perceptions about how we work. 
Educating and involving our parents is important and we need to consider how to best do this. There are 
occasional remarks about noise level in these learning environments. Our students are not confined to one room 
with 28 other learners, they have spaces to go to work collaboratively or to find a quiet space for themselves. 
Teachers have the chance to work with a small group uninterrupted as a result of this. No teacher working in our 
environments considers the noise level is higher than if they were working a single teacher in a classroom with 30 
students - in fact the space is often quieter because the students are more dispersed.  
 
If you would like to read the full report please contact the office. If you’d like to discuss this, or anything else you 
are welcome to make an appointment with Julia via the office. 
 
 
 
 

School House Groups - Behaviour Points Term 4 

 

 Wainui 
(Cullen) 

Pouawha 
(Trimmer) 

Haumia 
(Te Kanawa) 

Miriona 
(Tua) 

1 2 2 0 6 

2 4 2 3 0 

3 1 2 2 4 

4 9 4 10 4 

5 9 4 10 4 

6 0 1 3 1 



 

 

Getting to Know Us –  
 

Kia ora koutou 
 

Ko Naomi Ratana ahau, I am a Mama, netball coach, wananga helper, school cleaner and  teacher aide in Nga 
Purapura. 

 
I was born in Te Kuiti , I am the youngest of 8 and have 8 kids with 7 living in and around Paekākāriki and 

Paraparaumu.  We moved here when I was 15 months old, so our family has been in this village a little 
while.  When we moved here we lived in the old railway homes that used to be at the very end of Ames street 
which is now a penguin reserve.  There were 13 homes there on one side and our own little park on the other. 

 
I started my schooling here at Paekākāriki my first teacher was Mrs Elvie and my last teacher here was Mr 

Marshall.  I also went to Kāpiti College.  Growing up here was a blast, I made all sorts of memories and now 
working in the school is a real full circle moment for me where I am making new memories. 

 
Ngā mihi, Naomi  

 
From the Board of Trustees 

The Board would like to encourage you all to participate in our mid-term election by either putting forward your 
nomination or by voting or both. This is a ‘mid-term’ election for two positions on the Board. Nominations close 
tomorrow Friday 17 November and voting closes Friday 1 December. Please contact one of the parent-rep Board 
members (Tina Pope, Anja Foley, Sean Versteegh, Liz Kennedy and Kirsten Ralph) if you have any questions, and 
watch out for a notice of an information session where you can hear about what it is to be a Board member and 
have your questions answered. 
 
The next scheduled Board meeting will be held on Wednesday 13 December with our two newly 
elected trustees. We are always open to hearing your comments or questions, please email us via 
chair@paekakariki.school.nz. 
 

From the PTA 
Kia ora Paekakariki whanau! 
The Paekakairki PTA final meeting for the year was held November 21st and it was a great meeting, thank you to 
all who have participated this year!  
Motion: Final proposition PTA budget 2017 donation to School: 
 $2000 for Working Bee 
$3890 for sandpit shade (which may be reallocated to other needs if sponsored) 
 $2000 to kick start 2018 Special Needs budget   
$6000 (half of costs) to refurbish the pool, with the potential of a fund raising event to increase these funds. 
In total we have raised $22683.90 this year through grant applications and fundraising. We have donated $26518.30 
to our school!  Yay! Well done everybody who has helped over the past year.  We also have $4000 set aside for a 
senior outdoor play space and $2000 contingency. Our kura is a better place thanks to your efforts!  
Please note we will need your help for a working bee in January. Ben Nixon and Mike Stringfellow are organising 
this. 
Alexandra will be in touch about the 2018 School fair!  
We may run a fundraiser pool party in the new year...to help pay for our fabulous pool! 
Please consider taking a role in the PTA next year, the AGM will be held at the school picnic on February 13th, get 
in touch with me if you would like to stand for any of the roles chair, treasurer and secretary.  
Thanks everybody and  huge thank you to our kura and all the staff who look after our tamariki. 
 

Arts Evening 
Our tamariki have been involved in many different art 
projects during the year and we’d like to share these 
with you. On Tuesday December 5th we are holding a 
“Celebration of the Arts” evening at the Memorial Hall. 
This evening will start at 5pm for those who would like 
to meet at Campbell Park for a picnic tea. The doors to 
the Memorial Hall will open at 5:30pm where you will 
be able to view the visual art on display. The evening 
show will start at 6:30pm. The evening will conclude 
with the finals of Paekak’s Got Talent judged by 
Deputy Mayor Janet Holborow and our very own, 
Moira Romeril. 
We are asking for a gold coin koha as an entry fee. 

Regional Athletics – Tuesday 5th Dec 
We have three students representing kura at the 
Regional School Athletics Competition in 
Masterton next week. Billy McLaughlan (yr 4) for 
long jump, Maia Takurua-Truscott (yr 6) for long & 
high jump and Arlo Handford (yr 8) for long and 
high jump. Good luck all!   
 
 
2018 
School starts on Wednesday January 31st. Monday 
February 5th will be a half day Teacher Only Day 
to allow for staff professional development in the 
afternoon. School will close at 12 noon this day.  


