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Paekākāriki School 

Home of the Barefoot Learner 

 Important Dates 

17 November Wainui Assembly 

 Nominations for Parent Trustees 
close 

21 November PTA meeting 5:45pm  

1 December Student Leader Applications 

 Board of Trustees Election 

 Regional Kapa Haka Comp 

5 December Art Evening & Paekak’s Got Talent 
Final 

11 December Kaumatua morning tea 

13 December Coastlands Choir & BOT meeting 

19 December  Last day of Term 4, includes 
prizegiving & poraporaki 

 

Term 4 Week 5 

                Important Information & gentle reminders 
 

• Sunhats to school every day please! 
• Absences/Late to school: Please call the office/use the school app or email 

administration@paekakariki.school.nz if your child is off sick. Also, remind your children that if they arrive after 
the bell, please come to the office to get a late slip (that way we know they are here). 

• No wheels (bikes, scooters, skateboards) are to be ridden on school grounds between 8 and 9 am or between 3 
and 3:30pm. 

• Before School Supervision. Please be aware that teachers are not available to supervise children before 8:30am. 
• Head Lice: Please check your children regularly for nits, do regular combing, and treat them immediately if they 

have them. Tying up long hair also reduces them spreading. 
• Fruit: Please ensure that children bring fruit with them as part of their lunch. 

Kia ora Koutou, 

Paekakariki’s Got Talent is well underway and it has 
been wonderful to see so many students stand up and 
take the stage. Stepping up onto the stage is no easy task 
and the students who have done this have demonstrated 
a number of Barefoot Learner qualities; 

Exploring  

I celebrate my achievements and those of others. 

Thriving  

I am brave and seek out and enjoy new experiences. 

I know that to be successful I need to work with and help 
others. 

I don’t give up and I support others to keep going. 
 

Last week our judges were two ex-Paekakariki School 
students, Hana Katene and Sophie Handford. Hana is the 
outgoing Head Girl of Kāpiti College and Sophie is about 
to step into the Head Girl role in 2018. We were thrilled 
to have them join us and judge this part of the 
competition - It does make me wonder how many other 
Paekākāriki School students might one day be head 
students of our local colleges? 
 
Ngā mihi 
 
Julia 

Paekak’s Got Talent Singing section  
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7 - Building horizontal connections 
• learners make connections across subjects 

through projects and authentic contexts. 
• connections are made between school, 

whanau, community and the wider world. 
• learners make connections within school. 

 

Drama 
In Term 4 the school wide Performing Arts focus is 
Drama.  The curriculum objectives we are working 
towards are Developing Practical Knowledge and 
Developing Ideas.  Through a variety of drama 
games and activities the students are  learning to 
select and use techniques to develop their drama 
practice. As part of our lessons students are also 
beginning to present and perform drama with their 
peers. Our next step will be identifying ways in 
which elements and techniques create meaning in 
their own and other's’ work.  These sessions have 
been so much fun to facilitate.  We have a lot of 
talent in our kura, The children bring  new ideas, 
creativity and a lot of laughs to every session. 
 
From Our Students 
 
Athletics 
Last thursday on the 9th of November, was 
Paekākāriki School Inter House athletics. There was 
high jump, long jump, sprints, long distance 
running, shot put, vortex, relays, discus. At lunch 
there were sausages, bacon butties and juicies for 
sale. On Monday the 20th of November some of the 
year 7s and 8s will be competing at interschools 
with other schools in Kāpiti Coast.  
 
I wish all the year 7s and 8s who are competing in 
the InterSchools the best of luck. 
 
By Amelia Cole-Jones 

Curriculum 
 

The 7 Principles of Learning 
This very important piece of research commissioned by 
the OECD in 2010 informs teaching and learning at 
Paekakariki School. I have summarised the 7 principles 
of learning but the full report can be found here and is 
also linked onto our school website. 
1 - Learners at the Centre 

• activities within the environment centre on 
learners cognition and growth. 

• activities allow students to construct their 
learning through engagement and exploration. 

• an environment that develops self-regulated 
learners. 

2 - The Social Nature of Learning 
• neuroscience confirms that we learn through 

social interaction therefore the organisation of 
learning should be highly social. 

• co-operative group work has demonstrated 
clear benefits for academic, behavioural and 
emotional outcomes. 

• opportunities for autonomous learning should 
grow as students mature. 

3 - Emotions are integral to learning 
• learning professionals within the environment 

are highly attuned to learners motivations and 
emotions. 

• the environment supports the development of 
positive beliefs about oneself as a learner. 

4 - Recognising individual differences 
• the environment is sensitive to the individual 

differences among the learners. 
• the environment is flexible to adapt to meet 

these differences. 
• technology is important to individualise and 

personalise information and communication. 
• learners take an active part in the process of 

recording learning and progress. 
• learning is more personalised and learners 

become more active in in leading their learning. 
5 - Stretching all students 

• high achieving students can help lower 
achieving students, which helps stretch all 
learners. 

• the environment devises programmes that 
demand hard work and challenge from all but 
without excessive overload. 

6 - Assessment for learning 
• learners have clear expectations about what 

they are doing and why. 
• assessment is regular and provides meaningful 

feedback.  



 

 

What’s Happening? 
 
Staff 2018 
 
We are in the wonderful position of having no changes to staffing for 2018. 
 

Te Kohanga Debbie Ayres 
Justine Ward and Rebecca Chisholm  

Ngā Kakano Judith Smith (DP and Special Needs) 
Sue Gent 

Ngā Purapura Rachel McMullen (DP) 
Andy Laurenson 
Jess Hortop and Julia Bevin 

Release Alayna Flighty 

Performing Arts Rebecca Chisholm 

Administration Raima Kingi 
Linda McLaughlan 

Support Staff Jill Mazey 
Donna Barr (Librarian) 
Naomi Ratana  

School House Groups - Behaviour Points Term 4 

 

 Wainui 
(Cullen) 

Pouawha 
(Trimmer) 

Haumia 
(Te Kanawa) 

Miriona 
(Tua) 

1 2 2 0 6 

2 4 2 3 0 

3 1 2 2 4 

4 9 4 10 4 

Arts Evening 
Our tamariki have been involved in many different 
art projects during the year and we’d like to share 
these with you.  
 
On Tuesday December 5th we are holding a 
“Celebration of the Arts” evening at the Memorial 
Hall. This evening will start at 5pm for those who 
would like to meet at Campbell Park for a picnic tea.  
 
The doors to the Memorial Hall will open at 5:30pm 
where you will be able to view the visual art on 
display. The evening show will start at 6:30pm. The 
evening will conclude with the finals of Paekak’s 
Got Talent judged by Deputy Mayor Janet 
Holborow and our very own, Moira Romeril. 
 
We are asking for a gold coin koha as an entry fee. 

Atheletics Day 
We had a lovely day taking part in all things athletic 
last week on Thursday. Thank you to those of you who 
helped and came to watch. Yet again, our tamariki did 
us all proud with their enthusasim and participation. 
Tino pai! 



 

 

Getting to Know Us – Rebecca Chrisholm 
 

Tēnā koutou katoa, 
I am really enjoying being back on the teaching team at Paekakariki School this year after returning from maternity 
leave. I am embracing the opportunity I have been given to teach Performing Arts at school.  I believe all children 
should be given the chance to be creative and express themselves.  I studied dance until my late teens and it is a 

passion that has traveled with me through to adulthood. 
 

I grew up in the Wellington region and attended Newlands College.  I went on to study at Victoria University and 
Wellington Teachers' College. My teaching career started at Tawa Intermediate in 2004 and in addition to being a 

classroom teacher I ran the Dance Academy and was on the creative team for school productions. 
 

My husband and I married in 2006 and shortly after we had the opportunity to live in England for two years.  I 
taught at a lovely school in Rugby and we traveled Europe as much as possible.  We returned to NZ at the end of 

2008 and 7 weeks later welcomed our first daughter Isobel.  Keen to find our ‘home’ we moved to the Kapiti Coast 
in 2009 and haven’t look back.  My husband and I now have four children, Isobel 8, Sophie 6, Charlotte 3 and 

Lachlan 1 - I am enjoying the balance between the busyness of family life and teaching part-time. 
 

I taught part time at Kenakena school and this is where I first met Ms Bevin - we shared a classroom and I learnt a 
lot working alongside her.  I really admire and respect her leadership style and it’s fantastic to be a part of her 

team again. 
 

I love being a part of this wonderful school community and am enjoying working with the creative young minds 
that are a part of it. 

 
Ngā Mihi, 

Rebecca Chisholm 
 

From the Board of Trustees 
 
The Board would like to encourage you all to participate in our mid-term election by either putting forward your 
nomination or by voting or both. This is a ‘mid-term’ election for two positions on the Board. Nominations close 
tomorrow Friday 17 November and voting closes Friday 1 December. Please contact one of the parent-rep Board 
members (Tina Pope, Anja Foley, Sean Versteegh, Liz Kennedy and Kirsten Ralph) if you have any questions, and 
watch out for a notice of an information session where you can hear about what it is to be a Board member and 
have your questions answered. 
 
The next scheduled Board meeting will be held on Wednesday 13 December with our two newly 
elected trustees. 
 
We are always open to hearing your comments or questions, please email us via chair@paekakariki.school.nz. 
 

From the PTA 
 
PTA meeting this Tuesday 21st November at 5.45pm.  This is a really important meeting and the last for the year! 
We are going to be deciding on how we want to distribute around $13 000 to the school! Also we will be hearing 
back from Nicola Morgan who has been researching after school care, whether the PTA should set up a 
programme for after school care next year and if we do how that will look.  If you care about the school come and 
be a part of our decision making! Refreshments provided.   

If you have any questions contact Shona 021 905 886. Note, we try and keep meetings to under 1 hour.  This one 
may go for 90 minutes depending on the discussion time but we will make sure we have got through the agenda in 
under an hour in order that people who need to leave can.  

          Shona Jaunas Chair PTA 
 



 

 

 As always, there are always these ways of accessing information about the school:  

To find out what is happening at Paekākāriki School please go to our Community Calendar - events will also be 
linked to the App and Facebook page. 
School Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is published fortnightly, with all other urgent messages sent out via email, Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/PaekākārikiSchool/) and/or the SchoolApp. 

School Website 
https://Paekākāriki.school.nz/ is our temporary website which has more information about our school including 
a parent handbook, policies and procedures, BYOD information. 
 

Ongoing things happening… 
Potty Potters  

9am to 11amish every Wednesday. Come and make plants with us when you can and have all your gardening 
questions answered while you do it. We get plants ready for plant sales that raise money for kura. Sign in at the 
office. This is such a valuable contribution many wonderful people make from the wider community & is very 

much appreciated. 

Garden Group 

The Garden Group is funding for the second year in a row,  free soup and bread each Thursday lunchtime as well 
as gardening across the school. Tuesday's lunchtime gardening with Diane is open this term to all students keen to 

explore the living world from 1-1.50pm.  Parents are welcome to join in this fun session 

Wananga 

Our after-school wānanga is an opportunity for us all to share our learning and nurture our tamariki. It is on 
Thursdays after school from 3 – 4:30pm, based in the hall, library and outside. Whānau welcome to join in! With 

lots of hands on activities, through kai and korero, sport and play. We’ll have lots of fun ways to support learning 
and build confidence. 

For more information contact Jess, Raima or Julia in person or by email: jess@paekakariki.school.nz,  
raima@paekakariki.school.nz, principal@paekakariki.school.nz 



 

 

Community Notices  
 

Lost scooter! From Tash Neilson - We accidentally left Saana's 
scooter at school on Monday and didnt realise til thursday. Its a 
blue mgp with white hand grips. Saana would dearly love it 
back if anyone's seen it....it was a gift from her Nana. Reward if 
it's returned. Thanks 

Kāpiti Youth Orchestra auditions for 2018 are coming up 
on 26th November, and we invite all young musicians in Kāpiti 
to join our exciting program. 

If you play an orchestral instrument and are between 9 - 19 years 
old KYO might just be what you’re looking for! An incredibly 
vibrant orchestra with a fantastic program that includes music 
camp, collaborating in combined workshops with other youth 
orchestras, and the terrific experience of playing in our annual 
concert at Southwards auditorium. Joining the orchestra 
suddenly gives music students a real purpose and rewards all 
their individual practice. Throughout the year there are many 
opportunities to learn from peers and participate in focused 
tutorials including with professional members of the NZSO. 
Being part of KYO is an excellent way to broaden your 
experience, become a skilled and agile musician, and is a 
complimentary part to any musical education. 

The date set for auditions is Sunday 26th 
November from 10am to 2 or 3pm. You will be allocated an 
audition time and emailed further information about how to 
prepare and where to come, when we receive your registration. 
Chris our conductor will send out audition music on 16th Nov - 
yes that’s rather soon!  so please do sign up ASAP to ensure you 
receive yours without delay. 

SPREAD THE WORD! Please do pass this message on to anyone whom you think might be interested, traditionally 
most of our members first hear about us through their friends and music teachers, and those of you who have already 
observed or experienced the thrills of playing in KYO are the very best people to pass the information and enthusiasm 
on. 

This is what one Kāpiti music teacher says “Playing with an orchestra means you are part of something that is far 
greater than what you could ever do alone. It stretches your ability and confidence. It gives you incentive to practice. 
It makes you friends and leads to greater things. Playing an instrument without being in a group is like learning to 
swim without going in the water. KYO is a friendly and supportive orchestra and I strongly advise my students to be 
part of it.”  Donna Eldridge, french horn teacher. 

All information for 2018 members can be found by following this link to the form on our website >>>>>>>>> 

REGISTER HERE   https://kyomusic.nz/kyo-2016-application-form/ 

By the way - even if you are unable to make the 26th, please do still fill in the form and just add a note in the comment 
box at the end. If you need a specific time of day i.e morning or afternoon, you can also request this on the form. Time 
slots will be allocated on a first-come-first-served basis, so get in quick if you require something specific. The 
Registrations Form will remain open until the beginning of Term 1 but we really encourage you to register now and 
attend the auditions on 26th when we have an entire day booked out for this purpose. 

We very much look forward to seeing you on auditions day, and to the great program we have planned for 2018! 

Flo McNeill Kāpiti Youth Orchestra Chair & Manager Tel:  021 139 3581  

 



 

 

  Music Competition Win $300 in our Music Competition. Post a video of you playing either an original song or 
cover to the Crawshaw Music School Facebook page before December 15th 2017. The intro of your video must 
include these words: This is my entry to the Crawshaw Music School 2017 video competition. 
Visit www.facebook.com/crawshawmusicschool to find out more. 

Café Playgroup Wednesdays St James Church Hall, Ocean Road, Paekākāriki. 9:15 – 11:15. Bring a piece of fruit 
and a gold coin. Open to preschoolers and caregivers. 

 
Kapiti Food Fair - Saturday 2 December 2017, Mazengarb Reserve, Paraparaumu, 10am to 3pm, rain or shine. Free 
up to 18 and $5/adult. 
 
Karapoti Mountain bike race is now open for entries – visit http://www.karapoti.co.nz/ Includes opportunities 
for children to take part. 
 
Child & Adolescent Counsellor Grant Shearer has recently launched a private counselling practice here on the 
coast. He is a child and adolecent specialist and has worked in schools for the past 25 years as a Teacher, RTLB and 
Counsellor. Phone 027 568 2729 grantshearercounselling.com 
 
 
Before and After School Care    

Sophie Hoole In Home care/ before and afterschool care available in a caring and loving home I look after 
children from Newborns babies to teenagers available from 7am to 6pm I also do babysitting in your home 
weekdays after 7pm and weekend day and nights and can also do overnight babysitting. My home has a children 
area full of toys, games, art gear and books I have a huge front garden for kids to play outside and sleeping area 
for the younger kids. I have 9 years of experience with working with kids and have worked with twins and 
children with special needs. Call/txt Sophie 021793155 or email sophiehoole3@gmail.com 

Rochelle Smith My name is Rochelle Smith. My children, Josh and Chloe attend Paekākāriki School. I am keen to 
re-enter the workforce providing before and after school care for local families. I have been police checked and am 
flexible with times. I’d be very happy to have a chat with you about your needs – 04 9055150 or 0220931800. 
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This FREE 4-hour information programme, designed to assist 
individual parents who have separated or are contemplating 

separation, is being held at: 
 

Kapiti Community Centre 
 15 Ngahina Street, Paraparaumu 

  

Saturday 16 December 2017  10:00am – 2:30pm 
 

Parenting through Separation (PTS) aims to: 
 

• Identify children’s needs & their individual experience of separation; 
• Provide tools and information to help parents support their children and make the 

best arrangements for them;  
• Offer information on the legal and support systems available; and 
• Create an opportunity to share ideas & experience with others in a safe and 

confidential environment. 
 

Skylight also offers PTS programmes in: 
Porirua; Lower Hutt; 

 Masterton; Wellington 

 

For information on programme 
dates & venues: 
 

www.skylight.org.nz 

To enrol or more information 
contact us:  
 

0800 299 100 | info@skylight.org.nz 

http://www.skylight.org.nz/
http://www.skylight.org.nz/
mailto:info@skylight.org.nz

