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Paekākāriki School 

Home of the Barefoot Learner 

 
Term 1 Week 3 

Important Information 

* Please remember to sign and return the ‘Parent Consent for EOTC Activities’ form. If you have any questions please see 
your child’s whanau teacher. 

* We will be holding a reunification drill on February 22nd at 2:30pm. (See the Term 1 Week 1 Newsletter for more details) 

* Water is the drink to make you think! Please no sugary drinks at school. 

* Dogs are not allowed on school grounds, especially during school hours. 

 
Important Dates 

During House Group meetings Rhys, Rohu and Rowan enjoyed reading together. 
This is Tuakana Teina in action. Kai Pai boys. 

 

22 February Reunification Drill 

23/24 February  Nga Teina Camp 

8 March School Swimming 
Sports 

13 March Year 8’s to Kapiti 
Island 

21 March  Goal Setting Meetings 
(Parent Interviews) 

27/31 March Tuakana Camp 

13 April Last day Term 1 

 

 

 

 

Kia Ora Tatou, 

We are now beginning to feel settled into the routines of the new 
year. The significant changes to our learning environments have 
meant that this has taken time and patience. I am enjoying my ‘new’ 
role as teacher in Ngā Purapura on Fridays. This gives me the 
opportunity to do what I love – work with children. It also gives me 
the opportunity to experience the learning environment first hand. 
Last Friday I enjoyed facilitating a Philosophy for Children (P4C) 
session with some of the Tuakana students. We tried to answer the 
question “What makes an adult?” I also got to experience first hand 
the joy and excitement when one of the younger Tuakana students 
shared with me her success on Mathletics – Number 1 in New 
Zealand! We are as busy as ever with many exciting things 
happening this term. Look out for more details the new sections of 
the newsletter on the following pages. 

Ngā mihi 

Julia 
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Thank You 

Thank you to everyone who joined us last night for the 
Meet The Teacher evening and picnic. Thanks to the 
PTA for putting on the fish and chips, a wonderful 
treat of local fish. A special thanks to Ema Pomare and 
Iain Gordon for catching the fish, preparing the 
potatoes, cooking and serving on the night. Thank you 
to other PTA members who helped. It was a wonderful 
night. 

From our Students 

This year we have a group of Tuakana students who 
are very keen to contribute to a student section of the 
newsletter – watch this space! While they are getting 
their plans together I thought I’d publish a piece of 
writing from one of our 2016 Year 4 students. 

Flying 

My life changed when I went into a cave. It was dark 
and musty and seaweed drooped across the walls like a 
sea serpent was having a party. I was looking round the 
cave and there it was! A large dark greeny blue crystal 
- it was almost black. I walked around it cautiously and 
it looked so smooth. I reached out and touched it and 
then it spoke to me in a strange whispery voice. I 
jumped back in surprise. It said “ If you had a choice 
between two powers, invisibility and flying, what one 
would you choose?¨ It was a hard decision but in the 
end I choose flying. And then I flew out of the cave and 
landed softly. My wings just disappeared! Then I 
jumped up and did a flying motion and then my wings 
reappeared. I flew up and sat on a cloud and examined 
my wings. They were a nice soft blue at the bottom and 
they were a nice soft green, then a nice soft yellow and 
the rest was white. I touched them and it turned out 
they were made out of feathers! I flew home to my tree 
hut because that is where I lived and I decided I would 
never tell anyone about them. 
 

River Kennedy-Martel 

Curriculum 

The Barefoot Learner. 

Understanding ourselves, as learners and creating a 
learner profile are key areas of focus for us in the first 
half of this year. Supporting students to understand 
their learning goals and next steps is an important 
aspect of this work. Alongside this we have a focus on 
creating a positive and supportive environment for all 
learners. In Week 4 we have Sue Bush, our Police 
Education Officer, working in school delivering 
programmes aimed at positive behaviour in the 
classroom, the playground and, for our older students, 
online. 

Dyslexia 

Judith Smith in her role as Special Education Needs 
Coordinator is doing a lot of work in the area of 
dyslexia. Staff are being supported to develop 
environments that are dyslexic friendly. We are also 
very lucky to have Bridget Pidford, a school parent 
and Play Centre teacher. Bridget has trained in the 
Davis Dyslexia technique and is currently working 
with a small group of students to support their 
learning. We hope that with further funding, in time 
we can extend this programme. 

We are working towards becoming a 4D School – see 
their website here; 
http://www.dyslexiafoundation.org.nz/dyslexiaweek
/daw_4d.html 

For more information about the Davis Dyslexia 
approach go to 
http://www.davisdyslexia.co.nz/home.html. 



 

  

School House Groups 

After completing the extensive community consultation and rewriting the Paekākāriki School Charter it is now 
time to think about how we can ensure that this renewed vision and focus is lived out in the everyday life of our 
kura. Last year I began having discussions with our student leaders about the house group names and relevance of 
these to our community – how did the house names reflect the uniqueness of Paekākāriki? How did the house 
names develop a sense of belonging and connecting? We started looking for something that would provide strong 
links to our place and our history. I then consulted with local iwi and the new names of Haumia, Wainui, 
Pouawha and Miriona were decided upon. 

As part of the Barefoot Learner work this year all students will be involved in researching their house name and 
creating a new logo for the shields. House colours will remain the same at this stage. 

Behaviour Points Term 1 

 
Week Wainui 

(Cullen) 
Pouawha 
(Trimmer) 

Haumia 
(Te Kanawa) 

Miriona 
(Tua) 

1 28 20 20 13 

2 13 23 13 22 

 

 

Getting to Know Us 

 

Last year we announced the Student Leadership Team for 2017. This team consists of a house leader and deputy 
house leader for each of the 4 school houses, two sports leaders and two arts and citizenship leaders. 

House Leader Deputy 
Wainui Gabe Mountjoy Fraser Stone 
Pouawha Eli Ward Olive Stringfellow 
Haumia Shakaila Redfern Arlo Handford 
Miriona Kiri Harttnet-Owen Mairehau Grace 
   
Arts and Citizenship Ellie Hardstaff Lily Croucher 
Sports Nico Anderson-Howard Markyrious Farrell 

What is happening at Paekākāriki School? 

* Matua Andy has organized a squad of keen cricketers who have joined an inter-school tournament. The 
tournament is played at Weka Park after school on Tuesdays. Thanks to all the parents who are helping to manage 
and transport the students. 

* Whaea Rachel and some of our Year 7 and 8 students have worked alongside Alouis Woodhouse and Siobhan 
Malley from Kāpiti College in preparation for their entry into the Roxy Film Competition. Thanks to Kāpiti College 
staff and students for your support. 

* The Tuakana team are starting a fortnightly arts programme with support from Kirsty Anderson and other local 
artists. 

* We are looking to employ a Grants Officer on a commission basis. Grants are a great way for us to access 
additional resources. We were very fortunate last year to receive a grant from the Infinity Foundation, which 
enabled us to purchase 2 more flat screens for our learning environments. If you have skills and/or an interest in 
this area please get in touch with me, principal@paekakariki.school.nz 

 



 

 

Volunteers needed!! 
The best week in the Paekakariki School year is coming up at the end of this term - and you could be 
involved!!! 

Have you always wanted to share your artistic/creative/musical/dramatic/grooving skills with a small group of 
Children? Well now is your chance!!! 
I would love to hear from anybody out there in our school community who could take a small group of children 
for 3.5 school days and do a project with them. This could be any of the arts - dance, drama, visual, music, or 
anything creative you can think of. We will help you organise materials etc if needed and will give you a small 
group (6-10 kids only). You can also specify the age you'd like to work with if needed. PLEASE let me know if you 
are up for it (or if you need more info) as soon as possible. We really appreciate the help. 

If you would like to be involved but can’t manage the whole time, perhaps you could “job share” with somebody 
else! Either chat with someone you know, or contact me and I could try and pair you up with somebody. 

The more volunteers we have- the smaller the groups will be and the more opportunity all kids will have to get 
their hands a bit dirty! Art Week will run Monday April 10- Thursday April 13. Thursday lunchtime groups will 
share their creations and parents will be invited in to have a gander and a picnic lunch.  
 
If this sounds like you, please email me rachel@paekakariki.school.nz  
 

From the Board of Trustees 

Nau mai, Haere mai, welcome back to school everyone. 
Let us introduce ourselves. 

The board of trustees is responsible for the governance of the school. The board is the employer of all staff in the 
school, is responsible for setting the school's strategic direction in consultation with the school community, and for 
ensuring that we have a safe environment and provide quality education for all our students. The day-to-day 
management of the school is delegated to our principal. 

There are currently four parent-elected representatives on the board: Anja Foley, Kirsten Ralph, Sean Versteegh and 
Tina Pope, who is the board chair. Liz Kennedy has recently been selected by the board as another parent 
representative. Julia Bevin, as the principal, is automatically a board member, and Jess Hortop is the staff-elected 
representative. Our secretary is Raima Kingi. 

We are a dedicated bunch who take our roles very seriously. We have robust in-depth discussions always aiming for 
the very best for our students and our school. 

At our first scheduled board meeting last Wednesday, we discussed our strategic plan for 2017-2019, our annual plan 
for 2017, signed off the 2017 budget, and considered the design for our new Charter and school logo. We considered 
reports on modern learning pedagogy and Māori engagement and achievement. We also looked at our process for 
receiving feedback when staff or students leave the school. Our lengthiest discussion during the meeting was about 
the student achievement data for 2016. Thanks to Patricia Vermillion Pierce who assisted with data analysis.  

We monitor our student achievement in a number of ways. We analyse National Standards data for all our students in 
reading, writing and maths. We look for trends and patterns within year groups, gender and ethnicity cohorts. This 
data supports the school to make decisions about areas for further development and resourcing. 

In 2016, Paekākāriki School students continued to perform well in relation to the National Standards. Using the data 
from the year before, we had allocated additional resources for specific cohorts of students: Māori student writing, 
Year 6 writing, boys writing and maths in Years 4 and 8. Students in these groups all received some form of targeted 
teaching/programmes aimed at increasing engagement and achievement, and progress was closely monitored and 
reported to the board. We are delighted to report that most students in these groups made accelerated progress in 
2016.  

In 2017 we will target Māori students, boys writing, years 3 and 4 maths and Teina (junior school) writing, using the 
successful programmes and interventions from last year and new ones as necessary. 

Our next board meetings are 1 March and 5 April at 7pm. Everyone is always welcome to attend. The agenda is on the 
noticeboard in the foyer a week before the meeting. Minutes are in a folder in the foyer. If you wish to speak at a 
meeting, please talk to the chair in advance. If you have any questions, please email:chair@paekakariki.school.nz. 

 



 

 

Community Notices 

• Hey Primary Students!  Want to help your Kāpiti Marine Reserve? The Guardians of the Kāpiti Marine 
Reserve are asking primary school students to help design a logo for the group.  The winning design will 
need to be something extra special, just like our Marine Reserve.  It will be turned into a logo for the group 
and the winner will also receive a free overnight trip to Kāpiti Island. Ask your parents or teachers to visit 
the ‘Guardians of the Kāpiti Marine Reserve’ Facebook page or email: biancamajic@yahoo.co.nz for more 
information. 
 

• JUST DANCE:  NO UNIFORMS.  NO EXAMS.  JUST FUN:  Multi style dance classes with Sally Stopforth 
for primary school and college age students at Raumati South Memorial Hall.  Wednesday afternoons 
during school term time, 3.30pm - 6pm, various age/ability classes available. $80 per term. Contact Sally 
0278 115 179. 

• Kids Go Free at Staglands on Children’s Day  
Staglands Wildlife Reserve will be celebrating Children’s Day on Sunday 5th March by offering FREE 
ENTRY into The Reserve for ALL CHILDREN. In addition to their usual attractions visitors can enjoy free 
off-road tractor-trailer rides plus a special performance from The Major Minors Children’s Choir.  So if 
you are looking for a fun Children’s day outing for the whole family; meet at Staglands and Connect with 
Nature on Sunday 5th March. For more information visit www.staglands.co.nz 

 

• Hoop Club Kapiti – Junior Basketball Coaching Programme – Term 1 2017 
Restarts for Term 1 2017 Sunday 12 February and runs through to Sunday 9 April 
KCDC Sportshall, Paraparaumu College, Mazengarb Road 
9.30 to 10.30am 5 to 8 year olds 
10.30 to 11.30am 9 to 13 year olds 
11.30 to 12.30pm 13 to 17 year olds 
ALL NEW PLAYERS MOST WELCOME 
Contact: Angelo Robinson 04 9040142 
Email: ar.rimutaka@paradise.net.nz 

 

• Ngahina Kindergarten Market day. Saturday 11 March. 9 am – 12 noon. 5 Ngahina Street Paraparaumu. 
Sausage sizzle, Kindy Café, loads of exciting stalls selling arts, crafts, jewellery and more! If you would 
like a stall, please call the kindergarten on 9046298 or email ngahina@wmkindergartens.org.nz  

• KAPITI MUSIC CENTRE is taking enrolments for 2017 in Trumpet, Violin, Recorder, Saxophone, 
Clarinet, Cello, Guitar, Keyboard, Drums, Percussion, Glee Club, Ukulele and Introduction to 
Music.  Lessons cost $180 - $230 for the year (30 lessons).  Discounts are available for more than one 
family member.  Contact us at admin@kapitimusiccentre.org.nz phone 021 297 1413. Or enrol on 
line   www.kapitimusiccentre.org.nz 

 

Calendar 
To find out what is happening at Paekakariki School please go to our Community Calendar - events will also be 
linked to the App and Facebook page. 
 
School Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is published fortnightly, with all other urgent messages sent out via email, Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/PaekakarikiSchool/) and/or the SchoolApp.  

School Website 

https://paekakariki.school.nz/ is our temporary website which has more information about our school including 
a parent handbook, policies and procedures, BYOD information. 



 

 

 

 


