
Paekākāriki School
Care and Management of Students

Paekākāriki School promotes a culture of care and protection of students, and we expect a
high degree of professionalism from our sta� in working with children. We treat all students
with care, courtesy, and appropriate language. Sta� create a positive and safe learning
environment and promote positive student behaviour. Unacceptable behaviour, including
bullying, is dealt with through the school's discipline plan.

Contact between sta� and students at school

When sta� are interacting with a student one-to-one, they ensure wherever possible that
the space is not closed o� from other people.

Teachers take particular care with students who express themselves freely and seek
close physical contact. When this is a problem, it is always discussed with the child's
parents.

Sta� are aware that children with special needs may have particular needs with regards
to safety and supervision.

Corporal punishment is prohibited and sta� avoid physical contact with students that
could be considered intimate, sexual, threatening, or violent.

If a teacher is attacked by a student, they protect themselves without causing injury to
the student involved, and immediately report this incident to the principal. If a student
cannot be restrained in any other way, the adult physically restrains the student as
appropriately as possible, and seeks other adult support. See Physical Restraint.

Time-out and seclusion

Seclusion is not used at this school. Seclusion is de�ned as placing a student,
involuntarily, into a room by themselves for any amount of time, where they cannot
leave of their own will. It is inappropriate, and can be emotionally (and physically)
damaging to students.

Time-out is di�erent from seclusion, and can be used at school. In time-out, a student
may be asked to go to a speci�ed area, either within the classroom or in another part of
the school, in order to calm down. In these situations, the student may be separated
from others, but is not secluded. Any student in time-out is checked regularly by sta�.

Out-of-school contact between sta� and students

Sta� are vigilant about safe and appropriate out-of-school contact with students,
including through social media, texting, and emails.

During education outside the classroom activities and camps, sta� ensure safe
interactions, sleeping, and travel arrangements for all students, and follow the
procedures in Supervision and EOTC Parent Help.

Concerns about student welfare

Sta� have a professional responsibility to report any concerns about abuse or neglect, or
professional misconduct to the school's designated child protection person, the principal.

 Also see Abuse Recognition and Reporting and Complaints.
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